
During their visit to Task Force Eagle,
modern rock band the Gin Blossoms
made an additional stop on their world

tour — cyberspace.
After performing for

2,000 servicemembers
at Eagle Base, lead sing-
er Robin Wilson logged
onto America Online to
chat with computer us-
ers in the United States,
with the help of America
Online representative
John Colston and some
task force soldiers.

AOL subscribers
seemed surprised to get
to chat with Wilson live from Bosnia. It was
only 1:30 p.m. on the East Coast, a normally
quiet time in cyberspace. But 700 people man-
aged to stop their Independence Day celebra-
tions to visit the live conversation.

Most of the questions obviously dealt with
life in the war ravaged country.

“What’s it like in Bosnia?” one curious AOL
user asked.

“Here on the base, it seems like a big camp-
out at Yellowstone National Park,” joked Wil-
son. “But in the helicopter from the air, it was
very sad to see so many destroyed  homes.”

“What was the crowd like in Bosnia?”
asked another.
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Band links with
fans through AOL
By Spc. CESAR G. SORIANO
29th MPAD

see AOL, page 8

�See additional July 4th photos, page 4

Robin Wilson
Col. Gregory R. Fontenot, commander of the 1st Brigade Combat Team,
guides Defense Secretary William J. Perry on an Independence Day
tour of McGovern Base in northern Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Sgt. Rick Roth

Perry spends Fourth with
Task Force Eagle soldiers
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By Sgt. 1st Class GARY YOUNGER
358th MPAD

see PERRY, page 8
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‘Lessons Learned’ need to be passed on

Command Sgt. Maj.
Jack L. Tilley
1st Armored

Division
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Soldier reflects on life-changing Balkan deployment

Spc. George
Roache

29th MPAD
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Weekly weather forecast
HIGH/LOW    CHANCE RAIN

Today    75/55         Moderate
Sat    80s/55        Slight
Sun    85+/55        Moderate
Mon    75+/55+      Slight
Tue    75+/55        Low
Wed    80s/55        Slight
Thur    85/55         Moderate

Source: 617th Weather Squadron

Savings program
All soldiers assigned in Operation

JOINT ENDEAVOR area of operations
are eligible to deposit their unallot-
ted current pay and allowances into
a savings account that accrues 10
percent interest annually.

The account is compounded
quarterly, and the quarterly interest
will be computed on the average
quarterly balance on deposit.

Soldiers may deposit up to
$10,000. The interest terminates 60
to 90 days after departure from the
area of operations.

Soldiers can enroll either by allot-
ment (checking “other” and speci-
fying “SDP” on a DD Form 2258) or
by making a check or cash deposit
using DD Form 1131.

Reserve Component personnel
can only use the cash collection pro-
cedure. More information is avaliable
at camp finance offices.

Russian troops vote
Russian Separate Brigade sol-

diers interrupted their peace en-
forcement activities briefly July
2 to cast ballots in their nation’s
presidential run-off election.

About 75 percent of the brigade’s
vote went to incumbent Russian
President Boris Yeltsin, said Maj.
Andrei Zatanov, a Russian Airborne
Separate Brigade liaison officer.

Yeltsin received 54 percent of the
national vote while challenger Gen-
nady Zyuganov garnered about 40
percent.

 Russian voters have the option
of voting “against both candidates.”

Completed ballots were sent to
Belgrade, counted, and forwarded to
Moscow where they were included
among the regular returns.

AFN Request Line
Got a request, dedication or just

want your voice heard on the air?
The AFN Radio request line is  MSE

555-5556.
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War waged on computer viruses
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Bosnian folk dancers perform the Bosausko Kolo July 4 at Eagle Base.

Task force technicians
have prescription for
nuisance programs

Spc. Teresa Hawkins
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Spc. Bryan Driver

Sgt. Ed Rollins
Spc. George Roache

Spc. Cesar G. Soriano
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Spc. Tony Chism (right) strains during a tug-of-war game at Comanche.

Clockwise from top: Soldiers toss around
Gin Blossoms lead singer Robin Wilson
after he leaped into the crowd; Pfc.
Annette Gonzalez loads up on barbecued
ribs and chicken; a ‘49ers cheerleader
teases the crowd while Gin Blossoms
guitarist Jesse Valenzuela jams on.

An international audience of servicemem-
bers watches the festivities at Eagle Base.

Spc. Teresa Hawkins
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Top NCO sees bright, challenging future
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By Sgt. 1st Class
BETTINA E. TILSON
29th MPAD

Army Sgt. Maj. Gene C. McKinney speaks with soldiers
working with the Russian Separate Brigade.

Master Sgt. Rich Glynn
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Inspector applauds task force living conditions
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By KARL WEISEL
The Hessen Herald
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Viper refuelers keep helicopters airborne
By Sgt. JACK SIEMIENIEC
350th MPAD

Swedish medic guest stars at 212th MASH
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By Sgt. ANDREW AQUINO
350th MPAD

Sgt. Michael Henrikson administers
an I.V. to Sgt. Floyd Heims.

Sgt. Andrew Aquino

Sgt. Kenneth Peagler (right) fuels a Black Hawk helicopter at Eagle Base.
Sgt. Jack Siemieniec
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Spc. WENDY M. FIRESTONE
203rd MPAD

Engineer brigade troops recon destroyed bridge

Aviator to appear on Discovery Channel
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By Spc. GEORGE ROACHE
29th MPAD

Chief Warrant Officer Shawn J. Hoban is an expert on AH-
64 Apache helicopter technology.

Spc. George Roache

Technicians from the 20th Ordnance
Detachment (Explosive Ordnance
Disposal) string detonation cord
across the damaged bridge.

Spc. Wendy M. Firestone
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“They were the rowdiest, most sober, hardest body-surfing, loudest, best crowd
we’ve ever played for,” Wilson said.

Since his typing wasn’t up to par, he was assisted by Sgt. 1st Class Bettina E.
Tilson, 38, from Harrisonburg, Va., and a member of the 29th Mobile Public Affairs
Detachment. She typed Wilson’s answers as fast as he could speak them.

“It was exciting serving as Robin Wilson’s medium to AOL,” Tilson said. “He had
a wry sense of humor, but seemed to tire of the same old questions. One person
asked him ‘How was your band formed?’ and he said simply, ‘Out of mud and clay.’ ”

Wilson was linked to AOL with the help of 1st Lt. Lindsey A. Lack, Task Force
Eagle headquarters network manager. “I’ve seen a lot of live chats before so it
was interesting to actually see them do the interview in real life,” Lack said.

“I’m fascinated by all of this,” said Wilson of his online adventure from Bosnia.
“I personally try to stay away from computers,” he said with a laugh. “I’ll only get
one when I get sick of jet skis.”

AOL
from page 1
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MPs defuse angry civilian mob

Spc. Glenn W. Suggs

By Spc. AARON REED
100th MPAD

Soldiers with the 501st Military Police Company stand their ground against
an angry Bosnian Serb crowd near a weapons storage site at Han Pijesak.
The MPs’ discipline helped defuse the potentially dangerous confrontation.


